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This month in your garden: 

• Fall soon will be in the Air. Refresh container gardens with snapdragons, dianthus, 
mums, petunias, lobelia, crotons & more. 

• Plant fall and winter color – pansies, dianthus, snapdragons, alyssum, ornamental kale 
and cabbage, dusty miller, etc. Plant in cleaned out beds or in pots on deck or porch 

• Plant fall veggies and herbs – Broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, lettuce, cabbage, 
peas, dill, cilantro, parsley, Swiss chard, mustard greens, etc. 

• Plant trees, shrubs, rose bushes and perennials. Planting now will ensure better survival 
next spring/summer and earlier growth and blooms. 

• Plant wildflower seeds through November – bluebonnets, paintbrush, larkspur, etc.  
• Plant alliums - This is the best time to put in garlic cloves, multiplying onion sets and 

leeks. 
• Plant bulbs by the holidays. Between Halloween and Thanksgiving: Crocus, anemones, 

freesia, ranunculus, alliums, lycoris, etc. Plant paperwhites in pots by November 11th 
(Armistice Day) for blooming in time for Christmas. Refrigerate tulips until New Year’s 
Day, then plant every two weeks through Valentine’s Day for longer bloom time. 

• Add edible flowers in your garden – such as calendula, dianthus, marigolds, 
nasturtiums, pansies, violas, and violets. Also plant sweet pea seeds in November for 
better results in spring. 

• Birds - Be sure to have nectar feeders or nectar plants for migrating hummingbirds and 
butterflies. 

• Garden planning - Move and divide perennials and roses while they are dormant or 
growing slowly. They will be ready to burst into bloom in spring. 

• Replace dead grass with St. Augustine sod. Weeds will sprout in dead patches if you 
don’t. New sod will be well-established by spring. Winterize the lawn that you still have 
left. An organic, slow release fertilizer is just what the grass needs to get ready for cold 
weather. *MORE ABOUT LAWNS ON PAGES 25-28 

October in the Garden 
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Save The Date*  All our meetings and field trips are on the NFWC calendar  

 
October -  

Meeting – Thursday, October 5th 

  Roxanne Yose’s garden 1:00 

guest speaker- Cheryl Langford 

 Color Specialist Landscaping 

    Tips for Creating Beautiful Pots* 

*See article on page 16 

 

Garden Workshop – Wednesday, October11th 

   430 Hickory Post (in cul-de-sac)    4:00 

     Pumpkins and Prosecco – candle making workshop* 

instructor- Rebekah Bostick 

 Sundance Candles 

November –   

 

Meeting – Thursday, November 2rd 

Rebekah Bostick’s Garden 1:00 

guest speaker- Tricia Bradbury 

     Fort Bend Master Gardener 

Growing Herbs 

 

Field Trip – Thursday, November 9th 

What to do now in Your Garden   (they have a great selection of herbs!) 

Arbor Gate – *meet in NFC parking lot 11:15 

        Or at nursery at 12:00 

December – 

Garden Workshop – Thursday,November 30th–? 

Live succulent Advent Wreath* 

Location: ? 

*11:30 - to be confirmed – still working on this 

 

Meeting – Thursday, December 7th   

   Saundra Hartgrove’s garden 12:30 

Plant Exchange 

January – 

 

Meeting – Thursday, January 18th 

  NFC clubhouse  1:00 

guest speaker- Lucinda Owen 

Montgomery County Master Gardener 

Bullet Proof Plants Hardy for Inclement Weather 

 

Garden Workshop – Thursday, January 25th*  to be confirmed 

NFC Clubhouse  

Bee Baths & Honey Tasting  

guest speaker- Jen Rose 

https://www.jenroseart.com/beecups 

 

https://www.jenroseart.com/beecups
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Garden Happenings this Month 
       

https://www.gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-

info/ 

The Bulb & Plant Mart will be held October 
12th-14th 2023 

at  St. John’s Church 2450 River Oaks 
Blvd. 

Pre-Orders for Bulbs begin June 15th and 
end Monday, October 2, 2023. 

All Bulb & Plant Mart Pre-Orders Must be 
picked up at the Mart held at St. John the 

Divine Episcopal 

The public is encouraged to Pre-Order Bulbs 

on our website 

 

Green Thumb 

Lecture Series 

Second Monday, 10:00 A.M. – 

11:30 A.M. 

Houston Community College 

Register in advance to receive the link: 

hccs.edu/community-learning-workshops 

Second Monday of each month 

October 9 – Trees and Tree Care 

Third Tuesday, 11:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 
Harris County Public Library Facebook Live 
No reservation required. Watch on Facebook – 
facebook.com/harriscountypl/live 
Third Tuesday of each month 

October 17 – Trees and Tree Care 

https://www.gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-info/
https://www.gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-info/
http://hccs.edu/community-learning-workshops
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https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-

health-a-guideline-to-maintain-health-in-an-unhealthy-

time/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/native-plants-of-

southeast-texas/ 

https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/eat-your-

landscape/ 

   

https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-pollinators-people-plus-ask-the-expert/                                  

https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-health-a-guideline-to-maintain-health-in-an-unhealthy-time/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-health-a-guideline-to-maintain-health-in-an-unhealthy-time/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-health-a-guideline-to-maintain-health-in-an-unhealthy-time/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/native-plants-of-southeast-texas/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/native-plants-of-southeast-texas/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/eat-your-landscape/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/eat-your-landscape/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/stec_event/herbs-for-pollinators-people-plus-ask-the-expert/
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Drop by the SAT., OCT. 7: HOUSTON BONSAI SOCIETY FALL SHOW, 9am-

4pm, Mercer Botanic Garden, 22306 Aldine-Westfield. Free. Already into bonsai 
but not a member? Register/membership info: houstonbonsaisociety.com  

 

 
 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z1KJGXqWGMl6rmN0npla2g4XwJVT6hN56VlXMWMEfAoOXOnfuLdF_TFe5Xzl737ntzMICQ57sdgPBv6Ey6fGq-YQo9sjPdCVhmBvw9-HTVyMLoq_PKUHsMFZykzT4xCssErJJeuPcOYIArxL0EPQQXggaqpAZBOL&c=Fwl1QdDJLDFndcIBMtqpsFeDs2_7lhfapVorr2J-Kq9C7s1ytNTyZA==&ch=wR5EvtMiz3ghHNylrq2ofZttIJL-R-Y56gN6EIV061IyREXvz815QA==
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https://houstonarboretum.org/event/fall-plant-sale/ 

 

SAT.-SUN., OCT. 14-15: 2023  

SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD SHOW & SALE, Show — 2-

5pm Sat. & 11am-3pm Sun., Sale — 9am-5pm 

Sat. & 11am-3pm Sun., Holiday Inn, 18530 

State Hwy 249. 

Free. bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 

 

  

https://houstonarboretum.org/event/fall-plant-sale/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ajm9FEJXifzshdE2W9eSjvvTChmX8I2DeVICEXofFbK3KX1AhctadZDItZKoSlw7xtoQmX8Fb2PXkfeSNKnKoURztCLHDXxPUdRe_mF-4Fm0rAXqDzscJwP40mHfz0madSs6aeUI3BOxj339qWE4TkweEGO7Pkrh&c=pkwQ79HlsuUGDlO5LZVnwbFZ85C_66TSB_aX0hiejMksyF7fjCMSpw==&ch=G6K01e_hWFNFRn4CQLGJBTYW4x_24R-CjsSQleMlmxt-H_Xo1jOe3Q==
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   Pumpkin Succulents 

Saturday, October 
14, 2023 
10:00 — 11:30 am 
Horticulture & 
Gardening 
$55 

Amanda Barone of 
Enchanted Forest 
Nursery in Rosenberg – 
a Texas Master Gardener 
and mixed media artist 
who loves to bring 

nature into her art – will provide everything participants need – live pumpkins, succulent 
cuttings, moss, and fall decorations – to make succulent-topped pumpkins. When the fall 
holidays are over, you can remove the succulents from the pumpkin and place them into 
soil where they can continue to root.  

Non-member fee of $55 includes general admission to the Garden, supplies (choose from 
a large selection of pumpkins and succulents), and a finished succulent pumpkin to take 

home or gift. Members receive a $10 discount. 

https://secure.hbg.org/gardening23/tinygardens4 

Celebrating Conservation with 
Doug Tallamy 
Homegrown National Park: Building 
Networks for Life 
Saturday, November 11, 2023 
3:00 — 7:00 pm 
Nature & Conservation 
$55  Doug Tallamy, the T. A. Baker Professor of Agriculture in the Department of 

Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware, is traveling the country 
promoting the Homegrown National Park concept to challenge all of us to rise to the 
occasion and create diverse ecosystems in our yards, communities, and surrounding lands 
by reducing lawn, planting natives, and removing invasives. 
https://hbg.org/events/celebrating-conservation-with-doug-tallamy-2023-11-11-15-00/ 

https://secure.hbg.org/gardening23/tinygardens4
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://hbg.org/events/celebrating-conservation-with-doug-tallamy-2023-11-11-15-00/
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KTRH’s popular gardening show has advice 
to keep your lawn, trees, and garden in top 
shape year round. Every Saturday and 
Sunday morning from 6 to 10, Skip Richter 
answers listeners’ questions on everything 
from aphids to zoysias, offering help to 
listeners both with and without “green 
thumbs.”  

Details  

Date:  

October 21  

Time:  

11:30 am - 1:30 pm  

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/events/6736243963102899  

Venue  
Enchanted Garden6420 Farm to Market 359  

Richmond, TX 77406 US + Google Map  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/6736243963102899
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=6420+Farm+to+Market+359+Richmond+TX+77406+US
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 As the temperatures cool, why not check 

out one of the farmer’s markets in the area? 

It is a good way to get fresh produce grown 

locally and shorten your food chain.  

Farmers Markets for Fresh 
Fall Produce and More 

Memorial Villages Farmers Market 

Hunters Creek Village at First 
Congregational Church 10840 Beinhorn 
Road. Open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Urban Harvest Farmers Market 

2752 Buffalo Speedway. Open Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Rice Villiage Farmers Market 
Kelvin Drive and Amherst Street. Open first and third Sundays of every month, from 9 a.m. to 1 

p.m.  

Heights Mercantile Farmers Market - 714 Yale St. 
Every 2nd + 4th Sunday of the Month 

 

Westchase District Farmers Market 
10503 Westheimer Road. Open Thursdays from 3 p.m.   

 

Tomball Farmers Market 

205 W. Main St. Open Saturday’s from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

http://mvfarmersmarket.org/
https://www.urbanharvest.org/
https://rice-village.com/event/farmers-market/
https://westchasedistrictfarmersmarket.com/
https://www.tomballfarmersmarket.org/
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Garden to Kitchen –    

Fall often conjures up images of pumpkins and their cousin squash. Both butternut squash and 

acorn squash can be found in gardens and markets this time of year, Contrary to popular belief, 

squash is botanically classified as a fruit, not a vegetable. This is because it grows from flowers 

and has seeds.  Regardless of how you classify them, winter and summer squash are low in 

calories and fat, and both are excellent sources of vitamin C. They also contain fiber, B vitamins 

and important minerals such as potassium and magnesium.  Squash are worth including in your 

diet.  These recipes are tasty ways to give them a try! 

 

Instant Pot Butternut Squash Soup continued 
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https://www.gimmesomeoven.com/slow-cooker-butternut-squash-soup-

recipe/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Turkey sausage, white bean 

and butternut squash soup 
Total Time   1 hr 5 min 
Prep           20 min 
Cook          45 min 
Serves        12 
Difficulty      Easy 
 
This hearty soup combines sweet butternut squash, 
fresh sage, and spicy turkey sausage--a winter 
dinner power trio, if ever there was one! Cut prep 
time by buying already cubed butternut squash, and 
while this hearty soups simmers on the stove, you 
can toss together a salad to serve on side. It's a 
quick and easy recipe to pull together for lunch or 
dinner, and leftovers are great to take to work or 
school. The choice of sausage is up to you--sweet or 
spicy will both taste great in this dish. And if you 
prefer a stronger, slightly sharper grated cheese, 
swap pecorino Romano for the Parmesan. 
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Turkey sausage, white bean and butternut squash soup 

 

Ingredients: 

Olive oil  2 tsp, extra-virgin    Uncooked butternut squash – 2 ½ pound(s), cubed 
Onion – 2 large chopped   Fresh sage – 1 Tbsp, minced    

Salt – 2 tsp., divided    Ground nutmeg – ¼ tsp 

Minced garlic – 2 tsp minced   Canned Cannellini beans -38 oz., rinsed and drained 

Chicken broth – 8 cups   Fresh lemon juice – 2 tsp 

Grated Parmesan cheese – 2 Tbsp 

 

Instructions: 

1. Heat oil in a large stock pot over medium-high heat. Add onion; sprinkle with 1 teaspoon 
salt and sauté until softened, about 5 to 10 minutes.  

2. Remove casings from sausages; pull sausages apart into bite-size pieces with your 
fingers. Add sausage to pot; cook, stirring often, until browned on all sides, about 10 
minutes. 

3. Add garlic; cook, stirring, 1 minute.  
4. Add broth, squash, sage and nutmeg; increase heat to high and bring to a boil. Reduce 

heat to medium and simmer until squash is fork tender, about 10 minutes. Add beans; 
stir and cook until heated through, about 10 minutes more.  

5. Stir in lemon juice and remaining teaspoon salt. Serve garnished with cheese. Yields 
about 1 cup soup and 1/2 teaspoon cheese per serving. 

Roasted Butternut Squash and Brussels Sprouts 

Equipment 
• 2 Large sheet pan 
• Sharp knife 

• Vegetable peeler  

 

Ingredients 
• 1 small butternut squash, peeled and cut into ½  inch cubes 

• 1 ½ pounds Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved from top to bottom 

• Olive oil 

• Kosher salt 

• Ground black pepper 

• 4 tablespoons maple syrup plus more for final drizzle 

• ½ cup dried cranberries 

• ½ cup pumpkin seeds 

Roasted Butternut Squash and Brussels Sprouts continued: 

 

https://amzn.to/3BVvKhb
https://amzn.to/3S6P7KQ
https://amzn.to/36dzPlb
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Chef Eric Greenspan's Mac ’n’ cheese with Creamy Squash Sauce 
Total Time 1 hr 45 min 

Prep  25 min       
Cook  1 hr 20 min 
Serves  6 
Difficulty  Easy 
 
While this recipe has all the traditional mac ‘n’ cheese ingredients, it also 
got a few healthy additions. The roasted acorn squash is blended into a 
creamy cheese sauce—using strongly flavored feta helps stretch the 
cheese flavor. Some cauliflower helps to replace some of the pasta. A 
sprinkling of buttery herb breadcrumbs and cheese adds a crisp topping 
that’s a welcome counterpoint to the vegetable-enhanced cheesy pasta 
mixture. When buying acorn squash, it should feel heavy for its size with 
smooth, dull skin and no soft spots. A lighter squash means its lost 
moisture and will be drier. 
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https://cookingformysoul.com/wprm_print/5991/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cookingformysoul.com/wprm_print/5991/
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GARDEN CREATIONS   - Make Your Own Succulent Pumpkin 

 

MATERIALS: 
 

Pumpkin – Available Buchanan’s, HEB, Randalls, 

Glue –Glue gun, E6000 Craft Adhesive, or             
Elmer’s Spray                                                            

Variety of Succulents & Succulent Cuttings 

Moss 

Knife 

Scissors 

Acorns – if desired – can be spray painted clear  to protect, or 
gold for more effect 

Box - to use as tray for cutting and cleaning succulents 

 

 

About succulents – here are some types that work well for this project: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Etsy is a great source for succulents – 

Also Buchanan’s 

And online sources like Mountain 

Crest Garden, Succulents Depot and 

Leaf and Clay. 

https://shrsl.com/2jyx6
https://amzn.to/3lM6sJn
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MAKE IT!  
 
Step 1: Choosing Your Pumpkin 
Choose any size and colored pumpkin that you want to use. 
Keep in mind that pumpkins with a flat top are easier to work 
with, but you can definitely add succulents to any size or shape of 
pumpkin that you want. 
The bigger the pumpkin, the more succulents it will need and the 
more expensive your project will be. 

 
Step 2: Adding the 
Moss 

You can purchase 
moss or go to bayou 
and pull some 
Spanish moss off the 
trees (take a stick 
and a bag) 

Use a either a hot glue gun or spray Elmer’s spray glue on 
top of the pumpkin, and glue moss right on top of the 
pumpkin. Don’t carve the pumpkin, just add the moss right 
on top. 

The only thing you will need to do to the pumpkin is cut off 
the stem if it is too long. 

If using purchased moss, fluff it before gluing to pumpkin. 

Continue that process until the entire top of the pumpkin is 
covered with moss. 

https://amzn.to/3nMpctT
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Step 3: Picking Out Your Succulents 

Pick out a variety of succulents that 
you want to desig n your pumpkin 
with. 
For a large pumpkin I will usually use 
1-2 large succulents, 3-4 
medium/small succulents, and 5 small 
succulents for hanging off the edge 
and filler. 
For a small pumpkin, I use 1-2 large or 
medium succulents, and 2-3 small 
succulents. 
Then use scissors  or a knife to cut off 
all of the succulent stems, leaving only 
about 1/4 of an inch to hot glue into 

the moss. It is good to have a 
cardboard tray for this to collect the 
mess. 
 
Step 4: Glue Succulents Onto Your 
Pumpkin 
On a large pumpkin, begin in the center 
of the pumpkin with your largest 
succulent, place a dab of hot glue  (or 
whatever glue you are using) onto the 
stem and stick it into the moss.  
Then hold it in place until the glue is 
dry. 
Then continue gluing your largest 
succulents into the moss working your 
way from the center to the outside 

edges. 

Use your larger succulents first and 
work your way down to the smaller 
hanging and filler succulents. 

Use the hanging succulents to drape 
over the side. 
 

 

 

https://lp.audreyslittlefarm.com/best-succulents-for-pumpkins
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If using string of pearls, break off dirt.  Carefully separate strands.  Bunch some strands together and 

stick them so drape off the side pf pumpkin.  Using the end of scissors helps push “pearls” onto dab of 

glue. 

 

Step 5: Finishing Touches 
Check to see if there are any spots where the hot glue shows. If there is, take small portions of stretched 
out moss and place it over the glue to hide it. 
Then your succulent pumpkin is complete! 
 
 
Succulent Pumpkin Care 
You can put your succulent pumpkin anywhere 
you would like.  
Although, they will do best in a shady covered 
area that gets partial sun. Or inside where they 
can receive some filtered light and be out of the 
weather. 
Then once a week to every other week lightly 
spritz the succulents with water at the base of 
the stem.  
Over time you’ll notice that the succulents will 
start to grow roots into the moss which is 
perfect because later on you’ll be able to plant 
them.  

How Long Do Succulent Pumpkins Last? 

If you start with a healthy pumpkin the entire 
arrangement should last a minimum of 2-3 
months. But I have had succulent topped 
pumpkins last over 6 months! 



October 2023 
 

21 
 

 

What to Do When the Pumpkin Gets Soft 

As the pumpkin begins to get soft it is time to take the 
succulents off and plant them. 

This is one of my favorite things about succulent topped 
pumpkins.  

For months you will have a beautiful pumpkin 
centerpiece but then you get to plant the succulents!  

There are a couple ways to go about planting the 
succulents. 

1. You can carefully remove the succulents from the 
moss and plant them in their own pot filled with 
a good quality succulent soil. 

2. You can remove the entire piece of moss from 
the pumpkin with all of the succulents attached 
and place the entire thing in a pot filled with 
succulent soil. 

By the time you are taking the succulents off of the 
pumpkin and planting them, they should have already 
grown roots into the moss.  

But every now and then a succulent will not root.  

So you can still plant it and after about a month or so, gently tug at the succulent to see if it’s started to 
grow roots into the soil. 

After you plant the succulents, do not water them for at least a few days. 

When succulents are transplanted their roots get disturbed and they need to callous over before getting 
water which prevents the roots from rotting. 

Also note that most succulents cannot tolerate frost, full sun, or too much water. 

So be sure to keep them out of full sun and in a place where they won’t be damaged by frost. Then only 
water once every 1-2 weeks. 

Have fun creating your succulent topped pumpkins! Remember there is no perfect way. It’s all about 
being creative and having fun!  

https://audreyslittlefarm.com/succulent-pumpkin/ 

https://audreyslittlefarm.com/homemade-succulent-soil-well-draining-succulent-soil-mix/
https://audreyslittlefarm.com/how-to-replant-succulents/
https://audreyslittlefarm.com/succulent-pumpkin/
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Plant of the Month – ruellia  -  There might not be an easier flower 

for your pots or garden beds. 

Though most common in Texas, they're quickly making 
inroads into the rest of the South, especially among 
gardeners who want lots of bloom with little fuss. The 
flowers resemble small, thin-textured petunias, although 
they are of no relation. This shrubby perennial grows up 
to 4 feet tall and blooms in early summer with purple or 
blue flowers that will attract butterflies and 
hummingbirds. Ruellia blooms from early summer 
through fall, and it’s hardy in Zone 7 (USDA) and below. 

Ruellia is easy to grow in full to partial sun, and it grows 
equally well in wet soil and dry soil. In fact, it can be 
found in traffic islands or growing wild by the road where 
it receives no care and continues to grow well. Because it 

needs so little, ruellia can spread with ease. It forms large clumps with spreading roots, and its seed 
capsules scatter seed. In wet and unmanaged areas, it can be invasive. 

Plant Attributes  

Common Name Mexican petunia, wild petunia, Texas petunia, Britton’s Wild Petunia, Mexican bluebell 

Botanical Name Ruellia brittoniana, R. malacosperma, R. tweediana  

Family Acanthaceae 

Plant Type Perennial 

Mature Size  3-4 ft. tall 

Sun Exposure Full, partial 

Soil Type Loamy, sandy, moist but well-drained 

Soil pH Acidic, neutral 

Bloom Time Summer, fall  

Flower Color Blue, purple 

Hardiness Zones Zone 8-10 (USDA)   

Native Area North America, South America, Caribbean 

  

There is a Dwarf version of Ruellia known as Katie Ruellia or  
Katie Purple Dwarf Mexican Petunia is a cute dwarf Ruellia that produces loads of pretty, petunia-like, 
lavender-blue to purple flowers that contrast nicely against the glossy, dark green, narrow leaves. In 
frost-free zones it will nearly bloom year round. In cooler climates it blooms from late spring to frost. At 
only 12 inches tall, this durable perennial that will grow in moist to wet soils, and even tolerate drought 
when established, quickly fills in as a border or ground cover. Also a great solo or mixed with other 
plants in containers. The butterflies, hummingbirds and other beneficial pollinators will thank you for 
planting this season-long bloomer! It is not as invasive as normal Ruellia. These reliable perennials 
bloom for an extended period, making them a great replacement for old-fashioned border plants like 
Monkey Grass and Liriope.  https://texassuperstar.com/plants/ruellia/ruellia.html 

https://www.southernliving.com/garden/summer/container-flowers-bloom-all-summer
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/plants/ground-cover-plants-flowers
https://texassuperstar.com/plants/ruellia/ruellia.html
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The Good the Bad and the Ugly – insects in the 
garden   Mealybugs 

Have you seen some white fluff on 

your plants lately? Have your plants 

started looking poorly? 

It could be that you have an 

infestation of mealybugs 

Mealybugs are soft, oval, wax-covered insects 

that feed on many plants in garden, landscape, 

and indoor settings. Usually found in colonies, they are piercing-sucking insects closely related to soft 

scales but lack the scale covers. 

These little pests are so good at hiding in the nooks and crannies of plants that you might not even 

realize you have an infestation before it's too late. They will slowly suck the life out of your plants, and 

can be a pain to fully get rid of depending on the severity of their infestation. 

If you notice tiny, white cotton-like masses on center leaf veins, under the leaves, or at the joints where 

a leaf meets the petiole, you've got mealybugs, or mealies for short. Mealies are a type of scale insect 

found all over the world in moist, warm climates, and there are over 200 species in the US alone! 

Mealies feed on the juices of a plant and in bad cases, they will cause leaves to yellow, curl, and drop. As 

mealies feed, they secrete a clear, sticky substance called "honeydew," which is made up of sugar and 

other compounds. The honeydew alone doesn't harm the plant, but it does tend to attract other pests! 

It's like a little alarm for bugs saying "hey, here is a plant that you can eat just in case you missed it!" 

Sometimes you'll see the honeydew before the actual mealybugs, which is your first warning to get the 

pests under control before it's too late. This is also why it's a good idea to check up on your plants 

weekly. 

How to get rid of mealys: 

• Pruning: use clean, sharp shears to snip off any parts of the plant that are clearly suffering from 
mealybug damage. 

• Rubbing alcohol: rubbing alcohol is a tried-and-true method that works well on smaller mealy 
infestations. Dip a cotton swab in rubbing alcohol and gently wipe the mealies off the leaves and 
stems, making sure to check joints where mealies like the hide. The rubbing alcohol dissolves 
the waxy white coating that protects the mealybug, but doesn't harm the plant. Check back 
every 3-4 days to make sure that no more mealies pop up. Rarely will you only do one 
application of any pest control method - it usually takes a couple tries to fully eradicate them.  

• Neem oil: Neem oil is a natural pesticide that usually comes in a concentrated form that you mix 

with water. Spraying it on the plant not only helps kill pests, it helps prevent them as well.  



October 2023 
 

24 
 

•  Insecticidal soap: if the neem oil or rubbing alocohol isn't working, sometimes spraying down 
your plant with insecticidal soap can often do the trick. Make sure your plant tolerates the 
insecticidal soap by checking the label! Some species of mealies are also more tolerant to 
chemical insecticides than others, so this method can be hit-or-miss depending on the type of 
mealies you're dealing with.  

• You can learn more here:  https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-control-mealybugs-1902890 

These Are a Few of My Favorite Things 

Kelly Higgins shares one of her favorite things for the garden.  

Do you remember some of 

those old slogans we used to 

hear for products on t.v., like 

“Pop, pop, fizz, fizz,” and “The 

quicker picker upper?” What 

about for those long, yellow 

industrial-looking latex gloves 

that came with the slogan 

“They make your hands look 

like you don’t even do dishes!”  

Well, this vintage idea applies 

to one of my favorite things, 

my long gardening gloves.  

Whenever I used to do even a 

minor task in the garden - 

deadheading flowers, pulling 

some weeds –I would often be 

left with itchy splotches on my 

forearms.  If doing something 

more significant, like trimming 

jasmine vines on my trellis, my 

spots could put a giraffe to shame well into the next day. And did you know pretty little 

drift roses have tiny ninja thorns that can always dart their way to your forearms no matter 

how careful you try to be?  But not with my long garden gloves!  When I put these on in 

the garden, no more splotches or thorns- no signs that I’ve been gardening! I got these 

extra-long ones on Amazon.  Happy gardening! 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C2ZM33S7?ref_=cm_sw_r_apin_dp_BZ51G9P74TWEDTT

0Q4FZ&th=1 

 

 

 

https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-control-mealybugs-1902890
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C2ZM33S7?ref_=cm_sw_r_apin_dp_BZ51G9P74TWEDTT0Q4FZ&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C2ZM33S7?ref_=cm_sw_r_apin_dp_BZ51G9P74TWEDTT0Q4FZ&th=1
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Some Articles of Note for This Season: 

Halloween is Pansy Planting Time 

https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/article/Halloween-is-pansy-planting-time-

15667654.php 

Monarch Butterflies Navigate Through Texas via the sun and innate magnetic 

compass 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-

garden/article/Monarch-butterflies-navigate-through-Texas-via-

17468427.php 

Plant Your bulbs by the Calendar 

https://www.chron.com/life/gardening/article/Plant-your-bulbs-by-

the-calendar-1577569.php 

How to Grow Spring Bulbs in Houston 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/life/gardening/article/How-to-

grow-spring-bulbs-in-Houston-15698609.php 

Dragonflies Migrate South Like 

Songbirdshttps://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-

garden/article/dragonflies-migrate-south-like-songbirds-18351465.php 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxtYDuWJk06/?igshid=MTc4MmM1YmI2Ng%3D%3D – 

Bungalow blooms talks about her flowers  - she talked to us last year

https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/article/Halloween-is-pansy-planting-time-15667654.php
https://www.beaumontenterprise.com/entertainment/article/Halloween-is-pansy-planting-time-15667654.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-garden/article/Monarch-butterflies-navigate-through-Texas-via-17468427.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-garden/article/Monarch-butterflies-navigate-through-Texas-via-17468427.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-garden/article/Monarch-butterflies-navigate-through-Texas-via-17468427.php
https://www.chron.com/life/gardening/article/Plant-your-bulbs-by-the-calendar-1577569.php
https://www.chron.com/life/gardening/article/Plant-your-bulbs-by-the-calendar-1577569.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/life/gardening/article/How-to-grow-spring-bulbs-in-Houston-15698609.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/life/gardening/article/How-to-grow-spring-bulbs-in-Houston-15698609.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-garden/article/dragonflies-migrate-south-like-songbirds-18351465.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/lifestyle/home-garden/article/dragonflies-migrate-south-like-songbirds-18351465.php
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxtYDuWJk06/?igshid=MTc4MmM1YmI2Ng%3D%3D
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LAWNCARE for OCTOBER 

Advice from Enchanted Gardens for Your Lawn 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxQB-

EZr46m/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D 

 

 

https://gardeningwithskip.com/lawn-schedules/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxQB-EZr46m/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CxQB-EZr46m/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://gardeningwithskip.com/lawn-schedules/
https://enchantedgardensrichmond.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b2bee6cc6f54584250480233&id=0f459d6000&e=9cbbe1a019
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Brown Patch in your lawn? How to avoid, prevent and cure it 

 

By Mike Serant 

Owner of MicroLife Organic Biological Fertilizers 

https://www.microlifefertilizer.com/ 

  

Brown Patch, caused by Rhizoctonia Solani, is a turfgrass disease that may affect St. Augustine 

and Zoysia grasses in the Fall. The Brown Patch disease likes cool temperatures, high humidity, 

excess water all of which is brought on during Fall. ‘May affect’ are the operative words because 

Brown Patch is largely an avoidable problem. In the Organic world we do not see Brown Patch as 

a major problem. Conversely if the property is maintained chemically then Brown Patch is most 

likely to occur each and every year. 

  

Avoiding and preventing Brown Patch: It’s all about soil health. Healthy soils will prevent Brown 

Patch from taking hold as the good microbes ‘beat up’ on the bad microbes. Good microbes need 

oxygen and a clean environment. Just like us! Soil pathogens (soil diseases) are anaerobic and 

like the exact opposite. 

  

Soils go anaerobic when they are compacted and too much water is applied. Most turfgrass areas 

are maintained on compacted soils. Chemical applications further compact the soil and the 

property owner generally applies way too much water. The result: Anaerobic soils that are 

conducive to Brown Patch growth. The solution for many homeowners and lawn professionals is to 

apply a chemical fungicide in response. That is absolutely the wrong thing to do! Chemical 

fungicides are toxic poisons that kill good microbes and only temporarily abate Brown Patch. 

  

Without the good microbes to protect the turfgrass, Brown Patch becomes a recurring problem. 

The Organic approach, by solving the core issue of soil health, will solve the problem on a 

permanent basis and will do so safely. This is important because all chemical fungicides are 

dangerous to humans & animals. 

  

To avoid and prevent Brown Patch is easy, just follow these steps: 

  

• Never use chemical fertilizers as they compact the soil. 

  

• Never use chemical fungicides as they kill off the natural enemies of Brown Patch. 

https://www.microlifefertilizer.com/
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• Remember the Fall Equinox, September 23. At that date turfgrass physiologically changes. It 

goes from active growing to its dormant state. This means it needs much less water. 

  

• Avoid too much water! Most people, remembering the hot Summer, forget to turn their turf 

irrigation water down. As a general rule, after September 23, turfgrass does not need more than 

one irrigation per week. 

  

• Throughout the year only use quality Organic fertilizers like MicroLife to loosen the soil and 

increase the good microbes population numbers. 

  

• To further prevent and treat Brown Patch apply a well proven Bio Inoculant like MicroGro 

Granular which colonizes around the root system, protecting the plant from harmful root 

pathogens. 

  

Fall Fertilizer and fight Brown Patch at the same time. A great product for this is MicroLife Brown 

Patch 5-1-3. It will correctly feed your turf in the fall, reduce compaction and add billions of 

protecting microbes. 

  

Active Brown Patch, what to do? At this point apply MicroGro Bio Inoculant at 10 lb per 1,000 sq ft. 

to the active area and a 5’ perimeter around the affected area. Also make sure that the irrigation is 

turned down. If the turf is treated early enough, then we will still have a chance for the turfgrass to 

grow before it goes completely dormant. 
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PLANTING TIME! 
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On a Lighter Note 

 

 

 

 

 

 


